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UNITED NATIONS, N.Y. 
— While the mood here was 
one of restrained jubilation, 
some delegates mused pri- 
vately about how little Sec- 
retary General U Thant a»d 
the United Nations itself ap- 
peared. to have been en- 
volved in the detailed ex- 
changes that led to the deci- 
sion. 

In his statement, Thant 
characterized the agreement 
to include South Vietnam 
and the National Liberation 
Front in the Paris talks as 
“a most welcome and practi- 
cal development.” 

Although Thant has estab- 


lished contact with both 
North Vietnam and the 
NLF and has relayed his 
impressions to Washington, 
he. has felt that Washington 
ignored his advice. He is not 
thought to have been :in re- 
cent touch with North Viet- 
inam, although the NLF may 
have consulted him. 

U.S. effpifs to take up the 
Vietnam case in the United 
Nations have been unavail- 
ing, partly because neither 
North Vietnam nor the So- 
viet Union has wanted to. 

A few questioned diplo- 
mats felt that there had 
been a Soviet-American 
“deal” to minimize U.S. crit- 


icism of the invasion bf 
Czechoslovakia in return fpr 
Soviet help in convincihg 
North Vietnam to talk seri- 
ously. "A 

But most believed that 
Moscow and Hanoi iwer’e 
concerned with starting 4'e-^ 
tailed negotiations while 
President Johnson is stUl lii 
office so that a possible 
Nixon administration could 
not upset the pattern. ' 

Some contended the Rus- 
sians prefer Vice President 
Humphrey to Richard 
Nixon. Nevertheless, one So- 
viet diplomat remarked that 
“it’s too late to help Hum- 
phrey.” 



